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As I mentioned last week I will be heading out this Sunday afternoon on my way to
Florida for a little rest and relaxation. I am very pleased to say that this coming week the
Mass schedule will not change. Fr. Pablo is still here and will be taking the Masses
Tuesday through Friday in the usual places. He will be leaving on Sunday, January 28th
so there will be no Masses on Tuesday, January 30th and Wednesday, January 31st. I will
resume Masses on Thursday, February 1st at Cadott. That same day I will be heading in to
McDonell High School for our deanery Catholic Schools Week Mass with all of the children
from our Catholic schools. We will be having our own Catholic Schools Mass at the 9:30am
Mass in Boyd on Sunday, February 4th.
I also mentioned last week that Ash Wednesday is also the same day we
traditionally celebrate Valentine's Day. As you know, Ash Wednesday is a universal day in
the Church of fasting and penance as we begin the Lenten season! What to do??? My
suggestion is that you simply celebrate Valentine's Day on "Fat Tuesday," the day before
Ash Wednesday. Then you have no problem with such things as meat, candy, and so on.
Actually, it is somewhat appropriate for Valentine's Day and Ash Wednesday to coincide.
St. Valentine was a martyr for the faith. One story is that as a Bishop he secretly performed
Christian weddings during a time of Roman persecution of the Christians. It may have
been one of the reasons he was killed. He shows us the nature of true love…unto death!
I won't be writing now for a couple of weeks when I am away, but when I get back I
intend to take up a series of journal entries regarding my homily back on Epiphany
Sunday. I spoke about the need for all churches who call themselves Christian to work
toward Christian unity. As Jesus prayed before his death, "I pray not only for them (his
disciples), but also for those who will believe in me through their word, so that they may
all be one, as you, Father, are in me and I in you, that the world may believe that you
sent me (The Gospel of John 17:20-21)." Our lack of unity is, in fact, an obstacle for the
world to believe in Jesus Christ as the Savior of the world. So often I hear our separated
brothers and sisters from other Christian denominations say that the Roman Catholic
Church is a "man-made" religion that has little relationship to the Bible. It is important
for you to know, if we are going to have any real dialog at all, that the Roman Catholic
Church to which you belong is fundamentally rooted in the Bible and has not ventured
from it. I hope you will find what I write interesting and informative.
See you when I get back!

