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This coming Monday I will be heading to-Spain withy 24 pilgrims to-visit some of the
ancient sacred places invthe north; from Barcelona to- Santiago- de Compostela to-Madrid.
One of the most anticipated places to- celebrate Mass will be invthe now completed Sagrada
Familiow Cathedral in Bawcelona. This was o project beguw by av very devout Catodaw by
the name of Antoni Gaundi back inv 1882 who-died inv 1926, withvonly avthird of the project
completed. In 2002, whew I was on sabbatical invRome; owr group of priesty spent a week
inv Spainy o the saume route as owr pilgrimage will be. It was at that time I first sow the
famows Sagrada Faomiiay, hawving Mass inv one of the side chapels. Inv Februoawy of this yeaw,
Pope Leo-went to-Spain to- consecrate the new cathedral on the one hundrediiv
anwniversary of Gaudi s death, moawking ity completion. Our groups will have Mass at one
of the altows and towr this new cathedral, now the tallest chuwch invthe world. Please provy
for owr safe journey, as yow will be inv my prayers thwroughout the pilgrimage.

The full weekend I o away avpriest fromv Cross Catholic Ministries will be covering
the Masses. Crosy Catholic has been withv uy before. They do- not take up a general
collection but seek sponsorships for the people they serve. Some of yow awe aliready sponsovs
of their great work. They ave av Catholic ministry that partners withy bishops, priests,
religious and layy workers to-provide food, water, housing, education, orphaw support,
medical cawe, microenterbrise and disaster relief — and the love of our Lovd Jesus Chwrist
— to-the poorest of the poor invover 30 countries around the world. I thank thew for
providing me the opportunity to-be away for my pilgrimage.

The exterior bricks for the new addition to-St. Joseph Chuwch awe on the chuwch
proberty. Inthe next couple of weeks;, yow should see them being laid and get o better look
at what the final resulty will be. I will be kept informed o the project while I awmv awoy inv
Spain. Pravy that we remain ow schedule inv time to- celebrate our reentry at Christmas.

Blessings and best wishes,



